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POLITICAL 


The Panjdbi Akhbdr (Lahore), of the 31st March, states — : 

The false Mehdi of that it appears that the rebels in Sou- a 

Soudan. — dan are increasing in numbers and the 4 
state of things there is becoming worse every day. The false 

. . Mehdi has been so much elated by his successes that he thinks 
himself strong enough to conquer Egypt and to hold his own 
against all Europe. The Times says that the Soudan affair 

is beyond British policy, but we do not concur in this opinion. 

The same reasons which induced the British Government to 7 4 

suppress Arabi’s rebellion should induce it to interfere again. : 

In fact, some British troops are still kept in Egypt with the a 

- professed object of maintaining the authority of the Khedive. 4 

It might be urged that in case of Arabi it was feared that 

— be might stop the traffic through the Suez. But cannot the a 

false prophet of Soudan do the same thing if he continues 
It is well known that the Egyptian treasurx 


no confidence can be placed in the Egyptian 


‘ 


— 


n 


ak 5 


tag 2 


. 
RES 


Oe OR 


“ 


ara bs 


* 1 * tar, 3 2 N * 42 
2 SP d " 

es = . 1 * . 72 
* $ hi: Be a 


Cirevlation, 


$25 copies. 


‘ 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 


The Nastm-i-Agra, of the 30th March, states that it is a | 
1 well-known legal maxim that it is 
ene arrested by the | better that ten guilty persons should 
s. escape than that one innocent person 
should be punished. In accordance with this maxim it is 
necessary that an accused person should be afforded every 
facility to prove his inmocente if hie oan. True, the law has 1 
conceded to every accused man the right of engaging the 
services of a pleader to defend him and of cross-examining 
the witnessed for the prosecution, but those persous who 
are arrested by the police have practically little oppor- 
tunity offered them of proving their innocence. When the 
police themselves are to prosecute any man, and are to 
be praised if he is punished and to be condemned if he is 
acquitted, they must naturally be induced to throw every ä 
obstacle in his way of making a defence. According to 
rule the polive caunot keep any person in their custody more 
than 24 hours, bat this rule is more honoured in the breach 
than in the observance. From the time that a person is arrested 
to the time of his conviction or release he is always surrounded 
by the all-powerfal police, who do not allow his friends and 
eounsel to approach him and talk to him except when he is 
in coart, Nor is his counsel allowed to see the police report, 
and has this to grope entirely in tho dark. Moreover, the police 
efficers have generally great influence over district officers. 
Under these circumstances it is difficult even for an innocent 
— to grate 5 his ne 3 and in the case of the poor 
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The result is that the prevailing rate of interest is now 874 
per cent., while it sometimes rises to as high 2 75 per cent. 
To. put a stop to this extortion and to save the people from 
ruin the legislature should so modify. the Act as to fix the 
legal rate of interest at 12 per cent. per annum, and to 
limit the total amount of interest awardable i in each single 
‘transaction to the extent of the principal only, i. e., cent per 
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i ‘ a The Kol- i- Ndr (Lahore), of the 31st March, publishes an 


: article contributed by a correspond: 
Circular No. 185 ‘of Sef sponc 


ent who signs himself “a Panjabi 
Jat.” The writer, in commenting on 
Oircular No. 185 of the Panjäb Chief Court, remarks that, 
in para. 6, the Chief Court first quotes an extract from 
the Panjab Civil Code which means that a court should 
decree interest at the rate agreed upon}between the parties 
without fraud, and that in case no rate had been fixed 
te court should itself fix a suitable rate. The Chief Court 
8 then proceeds to observe that if a court has reason to 
suspect that a bond was executed through fear or ignor- 
ance, it should not necessarily allow interest according 
to the bond. But in spite of these orders of the Chief 
Court, do not the snbordinate courts, asks the writer, give 
usands of decrees every day for the full values of bonds 
which principally consist, of interest, although. the bonds 
had been apparently executed through fear and ignorance ? 
A poor cultivator renews a bond, adding interest to capital, for 
fear that if the creditor applied to a civil for a j 
the cost of the decree would increase the debt by so much, and 
by the frequent execution — 
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not of itself the force of law, the ordinary law of contract 

does not . the civil oourts to think that they are relieved 

of the responsibility of taking into consideration those circum- 

stances under which the payment of more than a reasonable 

rate of interest was agreed upon. If the courts pay no 

attention to this matter, great injustice might be done and 

the difficulties, to which Mr. Melville referred in his memo- C 
randum in connection with the subject of interest, might arise. 
But it is an everyday experience that the civil courts in the 
Panjab do not at all observe these instructions of the Chief 


Court, and thus injustice is done every day, as was anticipated 
by the Chief Court. 


Circulation, A correspondent of the Aftdb-i. Fan jd (Lahore), of the 
550 copies. 
The transfer of patwä- 30th March, complains that in the 

rin in the Panjab. Panjab the patwüris greatly oppress 
4 the cultivating classes. As a patwäri necessarily possesses 
great influence in his village, no cultivator has the courage to 
make a complaint against him; and if a prosecution is ever 
instituted by a cultivator, he cannot find witnessesto give ev:- 
dence against the all-powerful patwäri. The writer urges that 
patwéris should be transferred at fixed intervals of time. 


Ctreniation, — A. juman- i- Panjab (Lahore’, of the 31st March, states 

The students of Normal that, according to the terms of his 

* Schools in the Panjab. agreement, a student of a Normal 
| School in the Panjab must, after completing his education, 
serve as a teacher for three years in the same district from 

which he received his scholarship. If he leaves the district 

before the expiration of that period, he has to refund the 

amount of the scholarship he has drawn. This condition as to 

service for three years often proves a great misfortune to the 

men. As the number of teacherships that fall vacant in a 

district during the year is small compared with the number of 

candidates turned out by the. Normal School, many of them 

do not long get appointments, and are necessarily reduced to 

great distress during the interval. Moreover, they are made 

only assistant teachers in vil age schools on Rs. 6 or Rs. 8 
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a month. It would be a good thing if candidates, for whom 
provision could not be readily made in the Education De- 


partment, were permitted to seek em mployment't in other depart- 
ments if they pleased. 


The Sdhas (Allahabad), of the 2nd April, condemns the 
W indiscriminate expulsion of grown-up 
up boys from the Allaha- boys from lower classes at the Allah- 
abad Government High, School by 
the Officiating Director of Public Instruction as 16 — 
and unjust (vide the Selections for the week ending the 22nd 
March, 1883, page 246). The natives of these provinces, 
especially the Musalmäns, do not give their sons an English 
education until they have acquired proficieney in vernacular 
at indigenous schools, and therefore they are generally neces- 
sarily advanced in age when they commence the study of 
English. It is unjust to expell grown-up boys from a Gov- 
ernment school simply because of their age. It is a mistake 


to suppose that their conduct is bad. As they have already 


received a thorough vernacular education, they are generally 


well behaved. It is only when a teacher does not know how 


to manage them and treats them with undue severity that 


they become impertinent. The editor then proceeds to re- 


mark that Mr. Constable should have devoted his attention 


to more important matters in connection with the manage- 


ment of the school during his visit. The school severely 
suffers. from want of room and paucity of teachers. The 


want of room was once referred to even in the annual Educa - 


tional Report. The number of students in the lower classes 
is so large that one man cannot properly teach a whole class. 


Looking at one of these classes at the time of his visit to 
the school the Hon’ble: Dr. Hunter observed : : “This is a 


pretty large olass for one man to teach.“ There is another 


crying evil which calls for immediate redress. There are 
teachers in Government schools who have received no pro- 


motion for the last ten or fifteen years. Their claims are 
always e and 
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work with zeal and ‘industry, and that an - experienced 
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their-heads. The Director cannot be unaware that if à ¢each- 
er receives no promotion for such long periods he cannot 


teacher is more useful than a ime fresh — tho 
college. „ . 


i? 


The Akhbdr-i-Am (Lahore), of the 26th March, states 


The Anglo-Indian De · that it will be remembered that Anglo- 


fence Fund. Indian contemporaries generally ap- 


proved’ of the reforms introduced by Lord Ripon’s Govern- 
ment. But their opposition to the amendment to the Cri- 


minal Procedure Code has induced them to completely 
change front and to declare that Lord Ripon has done no good 
to the country, that he is unfit for the Viceroyalty, and that 
he should be recalled, Prejudice has blinded their ‘reason. 
When such is the case with the leaders of the ‘Anglo-Indian 
public opinion, we should not be ‘surprised at the strange 
conduct of Anglo-Indians in general. They are abusing the 
Government to their hearts’ content and raising subscriptions 


to defend themselves against its so-called attacks, as if they 


and Government belonged to different nations which were at 
war with each other. They have collected over three lakhs 


of rupees, and the question is how they will spend the money. 
Do they méan to spend it on bribes or to declare war against 


‘Government ? We would advise them to make friends with the 
Russians and to drive the British Government out of India. 
As regard natives they are notorious for their e ard 
are sure to ‘cast in their lot with them. 


The Bhérat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 30th. March, regrets 


to state that cultivators are even now | 


The unsatisfactory oon · 
dition of agrieditural in; great distress. Their miseries are 


classes. 


hereditary tenants from their: holdings by:some means or other. 


due to various causes. In the first 
plaoe, they are ‘exposed to the ‘tyranny and ‘oppression of 
zamindérs. It is the oonstant desire of landholders to eject 


d is vested win magisterialpowero, ho. fines and 


6 


imprisons them for small things in order to compel dein to 
leave their holdings. It is well known that landlords value 
those of their officers most who get rid of the permanent 
tenants. As regards the other classes of tenants they are 
subject to frequent disturbances and enhancements of rent. 
scondly, cultivators are charged high rates of interest by 
ah&jans (professional money-lenders).| It behoves the 
present Government of India, which has introduced so many 
important reforms, to adopt some measures for the ameliora- 
tion of their condition. 


* 


The Oudh Akhbér (Lucknow), of the 2nd April, complains 


‘The sale of adulterated 
3 ; native eee that pansdris (native druggists) gene- 


gists. rally sell adulterated and rotten drugs 


which, far from doing good, sometimes do positive harm to 


the patient and endanger his life. In order to check the evil 
each municipal committee should introduce the system of 
granting licenses for the sale of drugs. No man should be 
allowed to sell drugs without a license, but the license fee should 
not exceed four or five annas a year. The municipal hakims 
(physicians) should inspect the shops of druggists twice or 
thrice every month and make over those men to the Magistrate 


who are found in possession of bad medicines. Moreover, the 


people themselves can do a great deal in the direction of check- 
ing the evil. Whenever a druggist dispenses an adulterated 
medicine to any person, the latter should at once report him 


to the police. 


so Kavivachan Sudha (Betiares), of the 26th. March, 


complains that old and unserviceable 
The su of old and 


disabled support animals belonging to Government are 


either shot or sold to butchers by Gov- 


ernment officers..' In the same way private individuals sell 


their old and disabled animals to butchers, leave them in 


thoroughfares; where the police ‘seize them and send them to 
) ids, where they are sold to butchers, or give them 


nut 8 fodder which they are: unable to eat. 
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Obviously it „nen to treat animals in these ways in 85 
their old age, and it behoves the Government te male pone 
: me arrangements for their support. ee irae cia a 


“LEGISLATION, 


The Sadteintnn Sudhd (Benares), of the 26th Merch, in 


: , commenting on the Bengal Rent Bill, 
cm iva a Rent observes that it would seem that Lord 


ee Ripon has been playing a very oun 
ning game. He first won the affections of natives by in: 
troducing local self-government, which is mere moonshine, 
and now he is bent on ruining the landlords. Now ‘he has 
set natives and Europeans by the ears by his Criminal Proce- 
dure Code Amendment Bill. Europeans have been 80 
alienated from natives on account of the proposed change ‘in 
‘the criminal law that European landlords do not assist them 
in the matter of the Rent Bill, and they in turn are 80 jubi- 
lant over the Jurisdiction Bill that they do not ‘at all care 
about the Rent Bill. The Rent Bill was introduced in the _ 
‘Viceroy’s Legislative Council on the 12th March, and te 
debate on it extended from 11 A. M. till evening. Ri 
Shiva Prasad's speech was highly commendable. The 
Hindu Patriot praises him for his wisdom, independence and 
courage. It is very creditable to him ‘that ‘he so free 
expressed his opinion in the presence of the Vi ceruy. ‘fo 
‘say nothing of natives, even few Europeans have ever 
spoken with so much freedom. But still some persons 
foolishly call him a flatterer. They ought to know that the 
Government holds him in so high an estimation, not 
because he is a flatterer, bnt because he is a true, conscientious : 
aman. The Englishman is quite right in saying that if the hall — 


on, 
350 copies. 
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and dbat Were are also Bons among them, 3 in 
tho: en of bis speech that thet was his last gab in the 
Gol. ‘Weare u mee 
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“latidholdets in these provinces, who had a strong friend in 


him. 


The Oudb Abhbde (Lucknow), of the 4th April, pablishes 
The same. a aommunicated article, in which the 
. these provinces should not lock at the Bengal Tenancy Bill 
with indifferance simply because it refers to Bengal. We 
ought to be up and doing when we see our ndighbour's 
house on fire. The Government may be induced to extend 


the principles of this Bill to Oudh, though, as long as a 


shrewd and just man like Sir Alfred Lyall is at the head of 
the Local Government, we are sure he will never allow such 
a thing to take place. The welfare of the people principally 
depends on Local Governments and Administrations, which 
possess great power for good and for evil. 
gal Government insists on the passing of such a measure as 


the Bill in question, what can Lord Ripon, famous as he is ſor 
justice and firmness, do? The Government of India entered 


7 some sections in the Oanal Bill by which enhanced revenne 
might be unjustly demanded from landholders and the people 
might be pressed into service. Sir William Muir, the late 
Lieutenant-Governor of these ‘provinces, strongly protested 


against those provisions and had them expunged from the Bill 
by the Secretary of State. We hope that in the same way Sir 


Alfred Lyall will always protect the people from all misfortunes. 
The Bengal Tenancy Bill which consists of 230 sections, was 


intreduced in the Legislative Council on the 12th March and 


long speeches were delivered on the occasion. There is no 


i Bengal end Behar. In fact, in future the position of 


mp: a Prusid's eritiasms were most just and valuable, 
ende of the measure could answer them. It is 
to be hoped that the Viearoy, who appreciates merit, will 

ten mach ia ant to expire; otherwise 
2 * | ot the . ae ee, 


writer remarks that the natives of 


When l the Ben- | 


doubt that the Bill, if passed, will prove the bane of landlords 


tenant will be considerably better than that of landlord. 
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memorials to the Viceroy praying for the extension of his 


term. The writer then publishes a vernacular translation of 


the R4j4’s speech. 


The Deshopkérak (Lahore), of the 31st March, states that : 
The Wative Jariediletio Raja Shiva Prasäd has incurred popu- 
Bill and Raja Shiva Fra- lar opprobium owing to his unwor- 
ne | thy speech about the Criminal Proee- 
dure Code Amendment Bill. The native papers of Calcutta 
lately spread a rumour to the effect that it was proposed to 
burn him in .effigy at all the principal. towns throughout the 
country. Moreover, it is believed that native public asso- 
ciations are inclined to submit memorials to the Supreme 
Government, stating that the natives do not recognize the 
Räja as their representative and praying that he may be dis- 
missed from his seat in the Legislative Council. This is not 
the first time that he has endeavoured to injure his country- 
men, but he has all along followed this policy. He is really a 


~ ©+traitor ” to his country, an epithet which he applied to 


himself in his speech. (The Aftdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 
2nd April, also makes similar remarks i in —" to > the _— 
speech). | pe . 
The Almora Akhbdr, of the 2nd April, states that the 
Pioneer has expressed great, satisfac- 
tion at the letter contributed by Sir 
James Stephen, the author of the Cri- 


Sir James Stephen and 
the Native Jurisdiction 
Bill. 


minal Procedure Code of 1872, to the Times against the 
He, who had himself introduced 
several new race distinctions between Europeans and natives 
in the Code of 1872, might be naturally expected to oppose 


Native Jurisdiction Bill. 


the measure. His opinion is no gospel truth and carries no 
greater weight than that of Mr. Ilbert. 


by many influential Members of the Legislative Couneil, but 


it was lost by only one or two votes. Sir James Stephen 

could no more be expected to advocate the change than a 
butcher, who stands ready with knife in hand, to spare, an 
Let the. Pionser and other e nen ; 


The amendment in 
question was also proposed in his time and was supported 
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papers. 
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attach what value they please to his opinion, but the public 
will not consider his statement to be more trusworthy than 
that of a“ hired” witness. 


POST-OFFICE AND RAILWAY. 
The Reformer (Lahore), of the 2nd April, refers to the Cireulaton, 
Wenne inconveniences that arise from the 
age for “privileged” news. system of prepayment of postage 77 
three months in case of ipyivileged’ 


newspapers, and urges: that quarter-anna postage stam - 
should be made for such newspapers. 


A correspondent of the Panjdbt-A khbdér (Lahore), of the * 
The people prohibitea 3 18t March, complains that the Traffic “ 


from entering the Railway Manager of the Sindh, Panj ab, and 
Station at Lahore at the 


4% 
’ ’ 
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time of the arrival and Delhi Railway has issued orders to 


departure of trains. the effect that no man except passen- 


gers should be allowed to go to the platform at the Lahore 
Station at the time of the arrival and departure of a train 
without the special permission of the station-master. 
Europeans and respectable natives have been declared to be 
exempt from this prohibition, but practically the police do 
not allow any native to enter the station. This restric- 
tion necessarily. presses hard on the people who have occasion 
to go to the station to receive or to see their friends off. 
The difficulties to which women, especially parddnashin 
women, are exposed at the time of their arrival and 
departure when their friends are not suffered to go to the 
platform to assist them in carrying their luggage and in 
alighting from their carriages or in finding seats, may 
be better imagined than described. They sometimes even 
lose their goods. As regards the obtaining of permission 
from the -station-master, he does not sit at the door. 
How can a man obtain permission from him when he is 
not: allowed to enter the station and go to bim ? .Hence 
will be perceived that the restriction is a source of great 
inconvenience to th people and should ‘be moved. I the 
n is intended to prevent outsiders from ‘unnecessarily 5 


re. 


+ going to the station, that object could be secured in a more 
simple Way. LDvery outsidér who desired to go to the plat- 
4 form might be required to pay quarter of an anda.’ Ihe — 
| levy of such a fee would be unjust, but it would tend to 
j pPfeevent the people from going to the station without necessity, 
1 1 and would be also a source of income to the Railway Company. 
"Anyhow the present arrangement is very objectionable and 
should be put a stop, to. (A correspondent of the Koh-i- Nev 
1 ( Lahore), of the 31st March, also refers to the i inconveniences 
N to which the passengers are exposed by the restriotion in 
4 a question and urges that it should be removed), 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


ie cortesporidpat of the Pelhi Punch (Lahore), of the 
ce 28th March, writing from Delhi, states 

n 3 that there are four villages, called 
situated in the neighbours Arab Sarai, Kadi Buhalima, Dargäh 
oe MWizämu-L-din, and Kadé Irädat 
‘Mand Khün, about three or four miles from Delhi. These 
Villages, which are situated at short distances from each — 
other, entirely depend for the supply of their drinking water 
on the fresh-water well at Dargäh Nisämu-I-din and obtain 
food-grains, &c., from the grain market at Arab Sarai. A 
stream from the Western Jumna Canal, whieh has lately 
been constructed, dividing the villages from each other, has 
rendered ihter-communication more difficult. True there 
is a bridge on the stream, but it is situated at a distance 
from the ‘villages, and the result is that the water-carrier, = = 
who formerly supplied one skin of fresh water for ane pice, 
now asks four pice fot it. The people, who camot afford to 
| pay such high prive to the wuler-entrier, and who are not 1 

on endugh to fetch fresh water for themselves from u 1 
distance, ate obliged to drink the brackish water OF 
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Nimroz # (Bijnor), of the 31st ‘March, 


The wmoval from the a communication from one Murad Ali 


va mpsque at Ajmere at Ajmere. The writer states that 


an It is ‘believed to have been eg a Ohinese 
temple, but the king Shamsu-I-din Altamish turned it into a 
mosque after making sume alterations, ‘| Sinee then it has 
heen in the possession of Musalmäns, who usually offer 
their prayers there As the building is a very old dne, it has 
been seriously damaged. In 1874 the Government sanc- 
tioned a grant for its repair, and accordingly. partial repairs 
were made by 

70,000. Hs also ug the conrt-yard of the tiosqua, where 
he found about three: hundred idols, which he place: in the 
mosque. These idols grieve the Musalméns and should be 
removed from the mosque. They have lately submitted a 
memorial to the Government on the subject, and the writer 


hopes that the Government will accede to their wishes. 


* 
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— — it is rumoured that the Ma 


ger the male of and Tren Meerut intends to remove all shops * 


urn — iC hore meat from the streets and 


bye-lanes of ‘the town to a place outside the town. The mea- 


bu Bhagat Singh, Engineer, at a cost of 


* 


sure is no doubt highly commendable an sanitary grounds, 


but there is reason to fear that ignorant Hindus may regard 
it as 8 victory « over the Musalmäns and may taunt the latter. 
3 istrate should out the scheme in such a way 
gs of the Musalmäns may not be hurt. 
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